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criticism denied, by a writer who has made an earnest special study of the works of Schelling j1 but I cannot find that any essential inaccuracy has been shown to exist in Sir William's account, although it may be granted to be incomplete; while his criticism would, it seems to me, remain substantially applicable, even if the rival but not really contradictory version as to what Schelling taught were adopted. Finally, if the existence of a unity of the sort imagined be granted to be known, it must still be explained how the subject and object, with' their various stages and phases, have been produced by and from it This is a task which has not been successfully accomplished. The attempts made by Schelling to construe, as he called it, from the absolute principle even the possible world, were quite fanciful. He himself confessed that he was wholly unable to explain by it the actual world, or even to show that there was real existence. He spent his later life in labouring to build up a theistic system to supplement this rather serious defect in his earlier philosophy.
Many pantheists failing to find a satisfactory type of unity either in physical nature or in a sphere common to matter and mind, have en-
1 See the paper on " Schelling's Life and Letters" in the 'Fortnightly Review,3 Nov. I, 1876 ; and that on " Mr G. H. Lewes on Schellmgand Hegel" in the 'Contemporary Review,' Sept. 1872, by Mr J. S. Henderson.